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I just fold 
some paper, 

cut out 
some shapes 
on the folds, 

and then 
open it up. 

This is what 
you get!

What are you doing, Cientina? We should 
be getting ready for Tío Juan’s fiesta!

I am making papel picado. Tío 
Juan really likes these! 

Cientina, yours is very symmetrical and 
neat, but mine just has lots of holes in it.

Hey, it’s OK, you can 
make some more.

I’m going to fold the next one in 
triangles instead of rectangles. I 

wonder how symmetrical they’ll be 
this time. How many do you need?

About fifty 
more… 

Yes, and the ones I 
chewed are espe-

cially interesting.

Where did you get 
the decorations? 
They are great!

1) Fold the square like a rectangle, 
2) fold it in half again. Fold the 
paper three or four times. Then 
3) cut some triangles, 
half circles, or other
 shapes along the folds.
4) Unfold and enjoy!

 This activity helps us explore the different types of symmetry. 
Here, you will create symmetrical models of different shapes.
.

here’s how you do it:

Oh, mateo and I were just play-
ing around with some geometry. 

you know, symmetry and 
rhombi and other polygons. 
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