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What are you 
doing, Cientina?

I’m trying to drop these two binder clips at the 
same time, so one falls more slowly than the 

other. I’m making a parachute to slow one down.

You need a coffee filter and 3 strings. Tape the 3 
strings to the inside of the coffee filter. Try to 

space them evenly around the edge.

Hold the un-taped ends of the strings together so 
the coffee filter hangs down underneath like a 

basket. Use one of the small binder clips to clip 
the un-taped string ends together.

 
Now we hold the two binder clips at the same 

height and drop them at the same time to see if 
the one with the parachute falls more slowly.

Air resistance slows things down as they fall. The parachute 
catches more air and slows down the fall of the binder clip. It 
falls more slowly because there is more air resistance.

let’s try different kinds of 
parachutes. We can cut the 
coffee filter to change the 

shape, use more than one 
parachute, cut holes in the 
chute, or make a stack of 

filters on top of each other. 

It worked!

Hey Tía, I bet you wouldn’t 
need a parachute if you fell, 

’cause your hair would 
probably catch the air

 like a parachute. 

Very funny!  I 
don’t think I’ll be 
testing that idea.
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