
Funded by

i caught a bug in the yard. 
What should I put it 

in to keep it alive?

I learned how to 
make a terrarium 

in school.

First you need
a clear plastic 

container. It can be
 a salad container, 
a soda bottle, or 
whatever—as long 

as it’s clean and 
clear, and you can 
put a top on it.

Don’t put too much, or 
there won’t be room

 for plants and things. 
Only fill about 1/3 of the 

container with dirt. 

Then you put dirt in. 

I’m gonna make a 
pool in mine for 

the bugs to drink,

That’s not a good idea. 
Most of them don’t 

drink from pools, and 
they get trapped and 

drown in them. 

You can dig up plants 
with their roots and 
plant them, or plant 

bird seed. 

Don’t water it too much! If it’s too wet, things die.

You can add bugs, worms, snails, 
and other safe small living 

things. add pieces of carrot or 
potato for them to eat. put a 

lid on it to keep 
the animals fROM GETTING out. 

I’m gonna 
put

 it in the 
sun!

NOW YOU HAVE ...

A TERRARIUM!

no! Don’t put it in the sun, or 
it’ll kill the living things.

 I can’t wait 
for the birds 

to hatch from 
my bird seed!

uhh...You’re 
going to be 

waiting a 
long time 

for that to 
happen

Ecology is the study of how plants and animals interact. By carefully watching 
changes in the terrarium, and what eats what, you can learn about ecology. 

Be sure to eventually set the animals free outside.

so what?

NOTE: Be sure to 
make a few holes in 
the lid, so plants and 

animals have air.
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