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so what?...later...

Hey 
Cientina!
Look I’m 

doing 
magic! 
I have 

special 
powers! Look ! the cup 

is up-side-down,
but No water 

spills!

Here’s how!
Fill a cup 
halfway 

with water. 

Put a piece of 
plastic or thin 

cardboard 
over the top. 

How did 
you do 
that?

While 
holding 

the card 
tightly 
against 
the cup, 

turn the 
cup upside 

down. 
Don’t 

squeeze 
the cup!

Understanding 
air pressure helps 

explain many 
things in the 

natural world, such 
as the weather, 

why your ears pop 
on a plane, and 
hydraulics on a 

lowrider. 

It also helps us 
understand that 
air is matter—it 

has mass. 

What’s really 
happening?

Tía, I have 
special powers!

Air presses on 
the card, and 
keeps it from 
falling.

Ha! Like most 
magicians, 

you’re just 
using science 

without 
explaining it!

But doesn’t the air 
just press down? 
How could it keep 

the card up?

Air presses the same in all 
directions. It presses on the cup 

from above, from the sides,
 and from below. It’s weird!

ooh! That gives 
me an idea!

Yeah!

i can’t look!
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THIS WEEK:
WATER TRICK!


