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 Hey Cientina!  Check 
out these ants!

Gross!
No, they’re
interesting

 if you 
study them.

I'm testing to see what kinds 
of food they eat.  I put some 

food  near an ant trail.

juice on a tiny
piece of sponge

little piece
of meat

jelly

cracker crumbs

This stick is like a giant tree to 
them.  I wonder what they'll do

 if it blocks their trail?

 I heard they leave a chemical 
trail for other ants to follow

with their antennae.   I also 
heard that the workers

are all female.

I wonder if those hard-
working “women” ants will be
able to find the trail again?

We could do some 
tests to find out 

things ants don't like.
maybe those things will 

keep them out of our 
house.

You can try some safe things from the house, like spices, baking soda, or chalk dust.

Let's put some on 
different parts of 

the ant trail and see 
what they do.

Hey Cientina!  Looks like
you don't think ants are

so bad now.

Yeah, I realized
us strong women

should stick 
together!

Although many people dislike insects, they are fascinating organisms.
Ants and bees have complex social structures that scientists

are always learning more about. Scientific observation skills are
                   used by field biologists to study many kinds of 

                          animals in the wild.

pepper

Just don't touch them—especially if they’re big red ants..
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investigating ants!


