


BACKGROUND -~

Many people enjoy walks in the outdoors.
An awareness of the diversity of nature
can enhance the aesthetic appreciation and
personal value of such walks and lead to
biological inquiry. The color of fall leaves;
the fragrance, shape, and color of snrina
flowers; and the textures and patterns of
trees, ferns, and mosses are only a few
examples of the variety found in the
outdoors.

Envirolopes focuses on the diversity of
nature in almost any outdoor setting: along
a trail, around a science center or school,
at a camp, or on a family outing. This
activity works well with mixed-aged groups
and encourages the participants to develop
the ability to make observations and share
them with others.

MATERIALS

For each team of two:

1 letter-sized envelope with a challenge on
the front

optional: several pieces of colored yarn or
cloth, a different color for each team
(See the “Preparation” section.)

For the group:

1 “Envirolope Challenges” card
glue or tape

scissors

CHALLENGE: FIND A VARIETY OF
COLORS, TEXTURES, ODORS,
SHAPES, ORGANISMS, OR
EVIDENCE OF ORGANISMS.

PREPARATIO

Group This activity works well with
both small and large groups of almost all
ages (over five years old).

Time. Plan on thirty to forty minutes for
this activity.

Site. Select a site where collecting small
samples of leaves, rocks, twigs, or shells is
permitted. Picnic tables, sidewalks, or
lawns are good places to spread out the
envirolope collections for the group
discussion and observation game.

Envirolopes. Make a copy of the
“Envirolope Challenges” card. Select the
challenges that are appropriate for your site
and group, or make up some of your
own. Cut the challenges apart and adhere
one to each of the envelopes.












